A Special Issue on Humanities at UB and Botswana’s 50 Years of Independence

The History and Archaeology Student Research Project Tradition at the University of Botswana:
1990s and After

Bruce S Bennett

In the 1990s, the student project continued to be the jewel in the crown of the History programme at the
University of Botswana (UB). With the creation of the Archaeology Unit, archaeological subjects joined
historical ones in the mid-1990s. In the first semester of each academic year, two students would present
their draft texts each week. At that time the Department of History, like other departments in the Faculty
of Humanities, always had a two-hour timetable block free of classes, used for meetings and other events.
For History it was Tuesday 9—11am, and the event was held in the Old Humanities Committee Room, since
converted to other purposes. The Old Humanities Building is one of those constructed with the proceeds
of hugely popular Botswana University Campus Appeal (BUCA), and has the characteristic openness of
the early university. The BUCA initiative was a clarion call made by Botswana’s first president, Sir Ser-
etse Khama (1966-1980), in 1976 for individual Batswana and institutions to contribute a cow and other
resources for construction of a campus in Gaborone. This was after Lesotho unceremoniously pulled out
of the joint University of Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland (UBLS) in 1975.

The student papers were written by hand and photocopied for distribution, although the final ver-
sions at the end of the year were typed. During the late 1990s word-processing became the norm, although
there is still no direct electronic access to essays except where published.

All departmental academic staff attended each week, and each lecturer assigned a mark; these
marks were averaged. When I was newly arrived at the UB, having been recruited primarily to teach Euro-
pean History, I recall saying that I was unsure how useful my input would be. The response was that every-
one had something to contribute; if not local historical expertise, then parallels from elsewhere, research
method, theory, general insight. With a full hour for each student, discussion was wide-ranging. For me, it
was a superb introduction to Botswana History.

In the second semester students presented revised drafts, at an all-day event frequently attended by
some staff from other departments. This was usually held in the Pre-Entry Science Course (PESC) Com-
mittee Room, a useful meeting place unfortunately lost in the course of renovations. (It was a large room
with a table in a ring all round, enabling a fairly large number of people to relate face to face rather than
in the lecture-theatre format.) A final draft was produced at the time of examinations and (as had been the
case since the beginning in 1976) deposited in the University Library.

In 1994 a small committee reviewed technical aspects of the course. One of the most important out-
comes was the adoption of a standard reference format, written up in detail, with both historical (footnote)
and archaeological (author-date) styles. The history style, which was modified from an earlier History De-
partment guide, does not exactly match any of the main style books, though it is similar to the Cambridge
University History Faculty guide. The Department also settled on the weighting of marks: the first, second
and final presentations would be weighted 1:3:6.

As part of this review, the description of the project was changed from ‘BA Dissertation’ to ‘Re-
search Essay’. This was intended to bring terminology into line with general University of Botswana
usage, on the argument that the older description was not technically accurate in terms of the project’s
implementation as a course. However, in hindsight the change may have been a mistake. Firstly, although
the actual standard of the projects matched that of many BA Honours theses, the new title made it difficult
to gain recognition of this for migrating students. Secondly, the term ‘Research Essay’ was used for much

* Bruce S Bennett, Department of History, University of Botswana. Email: BENNETT@mopipi.ub.bw

405



Botswana Notes and Records, Volume 48, 2016

more limited projects in many other departments, causing serious problems in explaining to University
authorities the actual significance of the projects.

In 2003 UB implemented semesterisation, and the project (previously a whole-year course H403)
was restructured as two parts, the first semester HIS/ARC471 and the second semester HIS/ARC472, with
students passing the first stage to progress to the second. The third-year course in which students studied
research methods and drew up research proposals—whether or not they were actually going to undertake
the project—was similarly semesterised. In the period following semesterisation there seemed to be an
increasing problem with ahistorical proposals and a failure to grasp the distinctive nature of historical re-
search methods. Sometimes the proposals were even proposals to investigate present-day issues. Address-
ing these issues in the third year research methods and research proposal classes has greatly improved this.

Unfortunately, semesterisation made scheduling more difficult, and the Department shifted to a
one-day event for the first presentations. This has continued since, though recently the possibility of return-
ing to spread-out presentations in some form has been raised. The new arrangement meant that lecturers
saw the entire set of essays (apart from those of their own students) for the first time only a short time be-
fore the presentations, making it difficult to study them sufficiently thoroughly. Partly as a response to this,
the Department altered the marking system to assessment of each essay by the supervisor, together with
a moderator. This raised its own problems, however, and eventually there was a return to the traditional
universal marking system for first and second presentations. History and Archaeology have diverged over
time in terms of their academic content, but all the essays are still presented together, though assessment
1s separated.

The research supervisor for each student has always played the key role. For many staff, research
supervision is one of the most rewarding parts of university life. In the 1990s, there were often two stu-
dents for one supervisor, but more recently the Department has often allocated two supervisors per student,
partly as a result of the smaller numbers. In recent years the already onerous role of the course co-ordi-
nator, which used to be essentially administrative, has expanded to include a greater academic side, for
example holding practice presentations.

All this, of course, is merely the bones to the flesh of the projects’ content. A fundamental feature
of the project is the primary research. Whereas in many developed countries students may reach the PhD
level before they start significant original research -and then have to look for a niche -in Botswana there is
still so much to do that these undergraduate research students can and do tackle important new topics. In
some cases students from remote or minority groups have studied topics to which their own background
gave them unusual access, but many excellent essays are of other types. While of course there are stronger
and weaker essays, the overall standard is high: indeed it often compares well to graduate work, as is evi-
denced by the number of essays subsequently published as refereed journal articles.

Students propose their own topics, though in consultation with lecturers. This is done through a
third-year course, and a selection meeting is held before the winter Long Vacation in which research would
start. The Department, however, has not infrequently directed students to modify proposals as part of ac-
ceptance. This may involve both improvements to the topic and better methodology.

It would be impossible to give a list of the ‘best’ dissertations or essays, and even a selection could
give no more than a partial sense of the variety, so the reader will probably find it most useful to glance
over the table of essays below, remembering that these were typically the first (and often still the only)
works on the subject.

Numbers have unfortunately declined somewhat in recent years. This reflects mainly the lower
numbers in the Humanities, but also the fact that some students find clashes with requirements in other
departments. Nevertheless, in a recent evaluation of the Department Professor Kevin Shillington described
the project as the Department’s ‘signature course’, something that had for its first decades been unique in
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Southern Africa and which despite the problem of numbers still had excellent quality.

Not only local but international scholars have used the essays in the UB library as a resource.
Christian John Makgala’s History of the Bakgatla-baga-Kgafela in Botswana and South Africa (2009), to
take one example, draws extensively from them. A particularly notable case is that of Ashley Jackson’s
important study Botswana 1939—1945: An African Country at War (1999) which in engaging with local
historiography made extensive use of the collection. As I wrote in the introduction to a collection of no-
table essays published in 1999: ‘It is in no small part thanks to the more than two hundred students who
have written these research essays that Botswana is most definitely no longer “a nation without a past™
(Bennett 1999:2).
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Appendix
Table 1: The List of History and Archaeology Student Research Essays from 1991 to 2016

 Eikemeier, K | The “good-fors” system and the intervention of the colonial state in the economy: the

e S (Jor) icaseof BechuanalandProtectorate
: Kgosiemang, Illegal border crossings: the evolution of Botswana immigration policy
‘RT
Koeniges, J The history of the establishment of Lobatse Town Council

i Mogwe, G i Experiences of Batswana women during the Second Worl War. Published in Essays
: : in Twentieth Century Botswana History

Mphothwe, R Arable-pastoral conflicts in Kgatleng and their socio-economic impact, 1966-1989

Mulale, K The development of primary education in the Tati [District], 1900-1966

i Sennanyana, A historical analysis of the origins, role and development of the House of Chiefs,

: LAS £ 1961-1987

 History 1992  Barei, GB  : The 1962-63 Bonewamang-Moruakgomo succession dispute and the installation of

o WO iSecheleascompromise Kgosiof Bakwena

b BAya, BG ¢ The political career of Philip Parcel Matante, 1948-1979 ..

Bolaane,M.M : The history of the Water Utilities Corporation (WUC), 1970-1990

""""""""""""""""""""""  Kandapaera, K : War, flight, asylum: a brief history of the Ovambanderu of Ngamiland, Botswana,
' 1 1896-1961

""""""""""""""""""""""  Kubanji, N.M | The impact if migrant laboour on Tutume sub-district: a case study of the villages of
: i Sebina Tutume and Maitengwe, 1900-1950 :

. Montsho, O | The history of Botswana Agricultural Marketing Board, 1974-1985: a macro analysis

b A0, R The impact of the Zimbabwe liberation war on the Babirwa, 1970-1980

History 1993 Hosia, T A history of trade unionism in Botswana, 1940-1966

o -  Keakopa, SM : The history of rural settlements in the Gantsi District: the case of West Hanahai,
: i Kcagae and Groot Laagte, 1966-1992

.0 Makhiwa,G : Ba-ga-Malete of Gabane, 1892-1966: their resistance to Bakwena supremacy

. Molatole, TV The history of the Prisons Department, 1966:1990

: : Thebele, W.W : J. Haskins and Sons’ contribution to the growth of Francistown

 History 1994  Dodzi,L.S  : The Botswana-Indian question: a colonial legacy and its socio-economic and political :

{ impact in the years 1893-1993
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i Kaotozu, K.K i From subjugation to politics of collaboration: an introduction to the history of the
: i Ovaherero of Tsabong, 1830-1870

Ngwako, O.N Maintaining an independent identity: the case of the Maunatlala Birwa relations with
: - bangwato, 1820-1990 :

i Nzwaligwa, i Divine intelligence and ethnography of traditional religion in Bukalanga, north-east-
PLKJ i ern Botswana

i Scotch, K.K The impact of the self-installation of Galani as priestess of the Mwali cult on the
: i Mashanga, c. 1972-1992

Archae- 1995 i Baeletsi, N.L. : Cultural resource management in a developing country: problems and suggestions for
fol. : Botswana :

Mbakile, L.S Classification and intepretation of stone-walled sites and related features in the vicin-
: { ity of Ranaka :

i Moroka, L.T Cultural resource management and development in Kgatleng: the case of Modipe
: : Hill site

Sekgaramet- An archaeological survey of Ntweng in Molepolole
so, P
History Bane, E.G.S Foot and mouth disease in Botswana: case study of Tswapong area, 1933-1993

Kgakole, J The career of Chief Molefi Kgafela Pilane of Bakgatla-ba-ga Kgafela at Mochudi,
: £ 1909-1958

i Malokoane, i The establishment of Scottish Livingstone Memorial Hospital and its impact on the
‘0K i work of traditional doctors: a case study of Molepolole

i Mathibidi, N i Landscape history in Botswana: a study of the layout of settlement and spatial orga-
: i nization of Bangwato society at Old Palapye

Mothelesi, A district scale perspective on heritage management issues in Botswana

GM
e IEDG PC | An archacological study of pottery from Nisweng, Molepolole | | i
i History i Molebatsi, D.T The economic history of Lobatse from the colonial period to 1980: an insight into

i underdevelopment

 Archae- : 1997 . Gopolang, SM : The impact of Iron Age populations on Late Stone Age population: an archaeological :
fol. i survey of Thamaga area. :
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i Noko, O.J An ethno-archaeological/ethno-historical study of midden formation with special
: i reference to the kraal middens in and around the Serowe area

i Modukanele, Teacher trade unionism in Botswana: the development of splinter groups from the
i K.C.B i Botswana Teachers Union in the 1980s

PAK

 Archae- : 1998  Matshetshe,  : Salt production and salt trade in the Makgadikgadi pans |
‘ol ‘KL
i Mokone, S.J Cultural heritage tourism in Botswana [Kolobeng, Manyana, Kobokwe & Tsodilo]

Moseki, A.S.O The investigation of cementum development in modern cattle (Bos Taurus) teeth in
: i Botswana

i Gaborekwe, T i The role of the National Institute of Development and Documentation (N.I.R) in the
: i development of Botswana

i Moloi, J.P The role of non-governmental organizations in the establishment of special education
: : in Botswana: the case of Camphill Rankoromane Community Trust :

Phiri, L The emergence of Serule Village
.. Ratharis o The life and carcer of Peter Simako Otlaadisang Mimusi
: Sedingwe, The history and development of the Scouts movement in Botswana, 1936-1986
:PL.S
ThenePTheevolutlonofBotswanasdefencestructures,18851978 ................................................
Tutwane,ThehfeandtlmesofDrnghtManpe .................................................................................
: L.B.B

Kgang, 1 Activities of European traders in Ngamiland: a view from historical archaeology
Korae, L A study of architectural change at Ntweng and in Molepolole over the last 100 years
Mooketsi, C Butchery styles and the processing of cattle carcasses in Botswana

i Mosothwane, : An ethnographic study of initiation schools among the Bakgatla-ba-ga Kgafela in
i M.N i Mochudi, 1874-1988

Peter, B Vitrified dung in archaeological contexts: an experimental study on the process of its
: i formation in the Mosu and Bobirwa areas :
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Archaeological survey of the Mosu area: settlement pattern in the Makgadikgadi
i from 800-1900 AD

i Foot and mouth disease in Botswana: a case study of the Tutume Sub-District, 1930-
£ 1980 :

i The origins and dimensions of Kalanga nationalism from 1960s - present: a case
i study of North East and Tutume Sub-Districts

i The socio-economic and political history of the Zionist village of Lentswe-Le-Moriti,
£ 1953-1980 :

The impact of the boundary line on the chieftainship of the Barolong Boora Tshidi,
£ 1850-1970

i Barolong boora-Tshidi: effects of a colonial boundary on their social, economic and
: political lives since 1884

i Coal mining in Botswana: the case of Morupule and Mmamabule Coal fields, 1950-
: 1990

Impacts of the Zimbabwe liberation war on the North East District of Botswana: a
i case of Ramokgwebana and Jackalas one villages

:S.M

;la,M

The history and works of women’ organizations in Botswana: a Marxist-Leninist
: perspective

i An investigation of changes which occurred as a result of contact among Basarwa of
i Bodikwa :

i Origins of the coloured community of Kumakwane and their economic survival- and
i relationships with Tswana groups particularly Bakwena of Molepolole :

i The relationship between Lady Naomi Mitchison and Kgosi Linche IT and how it
i helped developing Mochudi

The nature of the conflict between Batawana and Bangwato over the boundary in the
i Boteti area :

i The socio-economic impact of Pandamatenga commercial farms on the locals: a case
i study of Pandamatenga

i Role of diplomacy in avoidance of war by the Botswana Government: with special
i reference to the South African raids on Botswana by the South African regime during
i the 1980s :
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Meswele, G-D Death, Burial and Ritual: An Ethno-historial Study of the Changing Practices Among :
: i the Bakgatla Ba-Ga Kgafela From ¢.1870 to the Present :

i History i Kaisara, H i A History of Livestock Improvement Centres: The Case of Bangwato Reserve, 1934- :
] ; : £ 1966 :

i unclear : Mokotedi, A Tsodilo: an ethnographic study
. wheth- | :

er this

: was ac- :

i Seepi, A i Participatory Heritage Management: working towards forming partnership with the
: i local community

The effects of economic diversification on the Mwali Cult in the north-eastern part of
i Botswana 5
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Nthoi, O An Ethno-archaeological Investigation of Rain-making Among the Kalanga of
: i North-eastern Botswana A Case Study
History Baobame, | The origins of Kedia village , 1978 to 1994

Moilwa, G An Ethnoarchaeological study of pot-making in Letlhakeng
History Kenneth, N History of Makaleng Village
Lekone, L Sir Russell England in Botswana, 1926-1970

Tafa, U Solidarity Organisations and Refugees in Botswana
Twapika, K Christian Missionaries Activity in Etsha Villages
Archae- :2009 Mogogi, O Ecotourism and Cultural Heritage: A Case Study of Moremi Gorge

i Mompoloki, R Migration and its influence on Culture: A Case Study on how movement and interac-
: : tion influenced the Bakalanga ba-ka Nswazwi :

Ramaselesele, An Ethnographical Study of Initiation Rituals Among Babirwa in Botswana from
‘B £ 1999 to present

i Poitshego, T i The Mineralogical Analysis of Potsherds and Clay Samples from Toutswemogala,
: i Dikalate and Majojo Sites
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£ 1980-2009

i Spatial Organization in a Tswana Village, ‘stone enclosures in the landscape of Rana- :

i ka’ A GIS Approach

i Challenges in the Management of Cultural: A Case Study of Matsieng Rock Art Site,
i Botswana 5

i The impact of Lotsane Dam Project on the cultural heritage of Tswapong north com-

: munities Botswana

:S.G

i Public Awareness and Community Involvement in the Protection of Heritage Sites: A

i Case Study of Tsholofelo and Village Suburbs in

i Gender and Representation in Motho Le Motho Kgomo Statue at the University of
i Botswana, 1975-2007 (Presented at SAHS 2011).

i The Socio-Economic History of Morupule Colliery Mine, 1973-2005 (Presented at
: SAHS 2011 and published in Botswana Notes and Records).

Investigating Human Settlement Pattern at Lemunyang Ruins, Tlokweng: A GIS
i Approach

i Typological and Chemical Analysis of Ceramics: A Case of Ranaka in South-East

: Botswana

History of Gaborone: Study of the Achitectural features and Hitorical Documents to

: Establish the Development of the City from Colonial Period

The Introduction and Development of Artificial Insermination in Botswana, 1966 to
i ¢. 2000 (Presented at SAHS 2013)

A small stone wall in the Peleng Hills: Documenting and Contextualising the Iron
i Age of the Lobatse area
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The Spatial Organization of Stone Wall Enclosures at Motsenekatse Using GIS and
i Google Earth Satellite Imagery

Archaeological collections management ethics at the Botswana National Museum: A :
 case study of the Thune Dam Project :

i A Geospatial Analysis of the Basotho Cultural Landscape in Notwane, South Eastern
§ Botswana :

i Socio-economic Livelihoods of the Communities Adjacent to the Gemsbok National

Park, 1930-1960

The Impact of the Plague in Boteti Sub-District in the Colonial and Post-colonial
i Period: A Case Study of Rakops Village

{ The History of Safari Companies in Maun and Surrounding Areas, 1960-1990

Prevalence of Athritis and Dental Caries on the Burials from Old Matopi and Polom- :
i etsi (Dikgatlhong) :

i Spatial Monitoring of Geoarchaeological Sites: The Case of Modipe Hill, Kgatleng
i District, Botswana

Lithic Material Exploitation at Pepe River Ostrich Rock Shelter Site: Thune Dam
i Area

Politics, Social Power and Religion: The Downfall of Tswapong Famous Ancestral
{ Worship (Komana)- Precolonial Times to Present

An Enduring Remnant of the Botswana Cooperatie Movement: The Case of the Mor- :
i wa Credit and Savings Cooperative Society :
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